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(D)  A landlord interferes temporarily with possession only as 
necessary to make needed repairs or inspection and only 
as provided by law; or

(E)  The tenants with a right to possession of the dwelling unit 
have been absent therefrom for thirty (30) consecutive days
without advising the landlord of such absence or their intent 

to return, current rent is thirty (30) or more days overdue, 
and after diligent inquiry the landlord has reason to believe
that tenants have abandoned the premises and do not intend 
to return.

5—3—12-3: FINES:

(A)  Each member of the Police Department, while on duty, is 
hereby authorized to arrest any person who is found to have
violated any of the provisions of Section 5—3—12-1.

(B)  Any person found guilty of violating Section 5—3—12-1 
shall be fined not less than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) 
nor more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), and each day
that such violation shall occur or continue shall constitute a 

separate and distinct offense for which a fine as herein 
provided shall be imposed.

5—3—12-4: CIVIL REMEDY:
If a tenant in a civil legal proceeding against his landlord 
establishes that a violation of Section 5—3—12-1 has occurred 
he shall be entitled to recover possession of his dwelling unit or 
personal property and shall recover an amount equal to not  
more than two (2) months’ rent or twice the actual damages 
sustained by him, whichever is greater, and reasonable attor-                                                                                                                                         
ney’s fees. A tenant may pursue any civil remedy for violation   
of this article regardless of whether a fine has been entered 
against the landlord pursuant to Section  5—3—12-3.

5—3—12-5: TENANT’S RIGHT TO TERMINATE:
If a landlord or any person acting at his direction
violates Section 5—3—12-1, the tenant shall have the right to 
terminate the rental agreement by sending the landlord 
written notice of his intention to terminate within three (3)
days of the violation. If the rental agreement is terminated,
the landlord shall return all security deposits, prepaid rent
and interest to the tenant in accord with section 5—3—5-1.
(Ord. 8-0-81)

Effective date June 1, 1975 unless otherwise stated.
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Interfaith Housing Center of the Northern Suburbs
614 Lincoln Avenue
Winnetka, Illinois 60093-2331
Contact:
Brendan Saunders
847-501-4352 
ext. 402
ihcns@interfaithhousingcenter.org
www.interfaithhousingcenter.org

Most of the required forms, including those
needed for court action are available in our 
office at no cost.

For additional information or assistance, 
please contact:
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